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Panama: Guatemalan Government Grants Provisional
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by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department:  General
Published:  Friday, January 25, 1991
On Jan. 23, Guatemalan Foreign Ministery spokesperson Ricardo de la Torre announced that his
government had granted provisional asylum to two former Panamanian police officers who took
refuge in the Guatemalan Embassy Jan. 18. De la Torre said that officials are investigating whether
former captain Jorge Eliecer Bernal and former lieutenant Jaime Ramos Ocana were victims of
political persecution or qualify as common criminals. In the latter case, he asserted, they will not be
granted asylum. Panamanian officials claim the two men participated in the Dec. 5 police rebellion.
(Basic data from ACAN-EFE, 01/23/91)
-- End --
